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Report by the Curator, Ancient House

This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from November 2008 – January 
2009

1. New Exhibition

photo: Bury Free Press

Opening of the Our Thetford exhibition at the Ancient House in January 09.  
This display illustrates the period of rapid expansion and change in Thetford 
during the 1960s and aims to gage public opinion about plans for the future.  The 
new phase of public consultation for Moving Thetford Forward is to be launched 
at the Ancient House on the 23rd February and will feature a large map showing 
the proposed locations of housing and facilities.  

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Glenis Wright on tel 01603 403621 or minicom  
01603 223883 and we will do our best to help.



2.

Well Street, before redevelopment Well Street, after redevelopment

The exhibition features photographs of the town including the changes to Well Street, 
Thetford (above).  There are also artefacts from the 1960s, an opportunity to vote for 
town improvement projects and display of a pair of stuffed stone curlews from the 
Museum collection.  The exhibition has provoked a lively debate in the local press 
about the need to preserve historic buildings in future development.

3. Visitor Numbers
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Visitor numbers at the Ancient House have been good over 2008 and have 
exceeded the Museum’s target.  The popular Thetford Treasure exhibition was 
probably the reason for the increase over the previous year.  We also think the 
big banner advertising the display on King Street has been beneficial.

This year the exhibition and activity programmes are focussed on the 1960s in 
the first half of the year and then Thomas Paine and the 18th century  in the latter 
months.



4. Knitting Project

We are hoping to develop this idea by 
creating a sewing circle to help the 
Museum create replica historic 
costumes.  

The Friends of the Museum are keen 
to support this work and have offered 
up to £2000 to buy costumes, materials 
and pattern books.

The Museum’s community knitting 
project has continued to be successful.  
The idea was to knit 200 mittens in 
celebration of Thomas Paine’s 
bicentenary (see left).  

The social benefits for the participants 
and the wonderful atmosphere on Knit 
and Knatter days have been added 
benefits.

5. Christmas Events at the Ancient House
The Museum welcomed Father Christmas (AKA Mike Webb) for the first time, 

and other events 
included a toys 
day (see left).  

We were pleased 
by the public 
support for our 
Christmas events 
including the 
popular switch on 
of the Christmas 
Lights evening.



6. Postcode Analysis.  The Ancient House, along with 20 or so other museums in 
the region, have been asking visitors to share their postcodes with us.  The 
Ancient House has collected over 7,500 postcodes.  Using this information we 
now have a much better idea of the sorts of people who visit the Museum and 
also where they come from.  The map below shows that many of our visitors 
come from south west Norfolk and Breckland District.  

In discussion with Charles Wilde, the NMAS Marketing and Audience 
Development manager, we are hoping to refine the Museum’s marketing 
strategy.

7. Tom Paine 200
2009 is Thetford-born Thomas Paine’s 
bicentenary and the Ancient House is 
much involved in a town group to 
organize various celebrations.  

The Museum will be hosting an 
exhibition, a display of 18th century 
underwear (Paine started life as a stay 
maker) organizing an animation project 
and working with the library on a 
children’s story.  The celebrations 
focus on the weekend of the 5th 6th 
June with summer events and an 
autumn lecture programme.



8.

Recent Acquisition

Finally the Museum has recently been given a fine photograph illustrating early 
motoring in the Thetford area.  The photograph used to hang in Hanbury’s Garage, 
Thetford and inscribed “similar cars to the above have been supplied to…” followed 
by a list of wealthy local inhabitants including members of the Musker, Woods and 
Burrell families.  The car is a Daimler and dates to the early years of the century.
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